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PRESENTATION DE JDS

Le Journal International des Sachants (JDS) est une revue scientifique
pluridisciplinaire dédi¢e a la valorisation et a la vulgarisation des résultats de
recherches innovantes, de découvertes de pointe et de productions scientifiques
originales et pertinentes dans divers domaines scientifiques. Disposant de comité
scientifique et de lecture, la revue JDS offre ainsi aux chercheurs du monde entier,
une plateforme de publication de haute qualit¢ en favorisant le partage des

connaissances et de la collaboration au sein de la communauté scientifique.

JDS est une revue évaluée par des pairs (blind peer review) et en libre acces "Open
access" relevant des Editions Croco. Il publie les articles dans le domaine des
Sciences Humaines et Sociales ; Langues et littérature ; Art, patrimoine et culture
; Sciences du Langage et de la Communication ; Sciences Economiques et de
Gestion ; Sciences politiques et Juridiques. Dans sa vision d’ouverture, JDS
encourage la collaboration interdisciplinaire entre les chercheurs de tous les pays

africains et du monde.

Les articles proposés doivent respecter la ligne éditoriale de la revue. Ils doivent
étre originaux et n’avoir jamais fait ’objet d’une acceptation pour publication
dans une autre revue a comité de lecture. Ils sont soumis a une sélection initiale
par 1'éditeur, puis a un processus rigoureux d'évaluation par les pairs en double

aveugle avant publication.
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PROTOCOLE DE REDACTION DE JDS

Le Journal International des Sachants (JDS) n’accepte que des articles inédits et originaux
dans diverses langues notamment en allemand, en anglais, en espagnol et en Frangais. Le
manuscrit est remis & deux instructeurs, choisis en fonction de leurs compétences dans la
discipline. Le secrétariat de la rédaction communique aux auteurs les observations formulées
par le comité de lecture ainsi qu’une copie du rapport, si cela est nécessaire. Dans le cas ou la
publication de I’article est acceptée avec révisions, I’auteur dispose alors d’un délai raisonnable

pour remettre la version définitive de son texte au secrétariat de la revue

Structure générale de ’article :

Le projet d’article doit étre envoy¢ sous la forme d’un document Word, police Times New
Roman, taille 12 et interligne 1,5 pour le corps de texte (sauf les notes de bas de page qui ont
la taille 10 et les citations en retrait de 2 cm a gauche et a droite qui sont présentées en taille 11
avec interligne 1 ou simple). Le texte doit étre justifié et ne doit pas excéder 18 pages. Le
manuscrit doit comporter une introduction, un développement articulé, une conclusion et une

bibliographie.

Présentation de Particle :

» Le titre de I’article (15 mots maximum) doit étre clair et concis. De taille 14 pts gras, il
doit étre centré.

» Juste apres le titre, I’auteur doit mentionner son identité¢ (Prénom et NOM en gras et en
taille 12), ses adresses (institution, e-mail, pays et téléphones en italique et en taille
11)

» Le résumé (200 mots au maximum) présenté en taille 10 pts ne doit pas étre une
reproduction de la conclusion du manuscrit. Il est donné a la fois en frangais et en
anglais (abstract). Les mots-clés (05 au maximum, taille 10pts) sont donnés en frangais
et en anglais (key words)

» Le texte doit étre subdivisé selon le systéme décimal et ne doit pas dépasser 3 niveaux
exemples : (1.-1.1.-1.2.;2.-2.1.-2.2.-23.-3.-3.1.-3.2. etc.)

» Les références des citations sont intégrées au texte comme suit : (L’initial du prénom
suivi d’un point, nom de I’auteur avec I’initiale en majuscule, année de publication
suivie de deux points, page a laquelle I’information a été prise). Ex : (A. Kouadio,
2000 : 15).

» La pagination en chiffre arabe apparait en haut de page et centrée.

» Les citations courtes de 3 lignes au plus sont mises en guillemet frangais («.... »), mais
sans italique.

N.B. : Les caractéres majuscules doivent étre accentués. Exemple : Etat, A partir de ...
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Références bibliographiques

Ne sont utilisées dans la bibliographie que les références des documents cités. Les références
bibliographiques sont présentées par ordre alphabétique des noms d’auteur. Les divers éléments
d’une référence bibliographique sont présentés comme suit : NOM et Prénom (s) de I’auteur,
Année de publication, zone titre, lieu de publication, zone éditeur, pages (p.) occupées par
I’article dans la revue ou 1’ouvrage collectif.

Dans la zone titre, le titre d’un article est présenté entre guillemets et celui d’un ouvrage, d’un
mémoire ou d’une thése, d’un rapport, d’une presse écrite est présenté en italique. Dans la zone
¢diteur, on indique la maison d’édition (pour un ouvrage), le Nom et le numéro/volume de la
revue (pour un article). Au cas ou un ouvrage est une traduction et/ou une réédition, il faut
préciser apres le titre le nom du traducteur et/ou 1’édition (ex : 2nde éd.).

Les références des sources d’archives, des sources orales et les notes explicatives sont
numérotées en série continue et présentées en bas de page.

- Pour les sources orales, réaliser un tableau dont les colonnes comportent un numéro
d’ordre, nom et prénoms des informateurs, la date et le lieu de 1’entretien, la qualité et la
profession des informateurs, son dge ou sa date de naissance et les principaux themes
abordés au cours des entretiens. Dans ce tableau, les noms des informateurs sont
présentés en ordre alphabétique

- Pour les sources d’archives, il faut mentionner en toutes lettres, a la premiere
occurrence, le lieu de conservation des documents suivi de 1’abréviation entre
parentheses, la série et I’année. C’est 1’abréviation qui est utilisée dans les occurrences
suivantes :

Ex. : Abidjan, Archives nationales de Cote d’Ivoire (A.N.C.I), IEE28, 1899.

- Pour les ouvrages, on note le NOM et le prénom de ['auteur suivis de I’année de
publication, du titre de 1'ouvrage en italique, du lieu de publication, du nom de la société
d'édition et du nombre de page.

Ex : LATTE Egue Jean-Michel, 2018, L 'histoire des Odzukru, peuple du sud de la Céte
d’Ivoire, des origines au XIX® siecle, Paris, L’Harmattan, 252 p.

- Pour les périodiques, le NOM et le(s) prénom(s) de I’auteur sont suivis de I’année de la
publication, du titre de I’article entre guillemets, du nom du périodique en italique, du
numéro du volume, du numéro du périodique dans le volume et des pages.

Ex: BAMBA Mamadou, 2022, « Les Dafing dans I’évolution économique et socio-
culturelle de Bouaké, 1878-1939 », NZASSA, N°8, p.361-372.

NB : Le non-respect de ces recommandations ci-dessus conduit au rejet systématique du
manuscrit.
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Abstract

This contribution deals with epistemic and dynamic modalities in political and legal discourses in 7984 by Gorges
Orwell. It finds the markers and discursive functions of these two types of modalities in these two types of
discourses. Through the method of document review, semantics and speech acts theories, some traces and
discursive functions are discovered. The epistemic traces include might, will, would, should, certainty, perhaps
and obvious. The discursive functions encompass low certainty, prediction, strong certainty, hypothesis and

possibility. Dynamic markers are could not and cannot. Its discursive function is inability.

Key words: discourse, dynamic, epistemic, function, legal, marker, modality, political.

Les marqueurs épistémiques et dynamiques et leurs fonctions discursives
dans les discours politiques et juridiques en 1984

Résumé

Cette contribution traite des modalités épistémique et dynamique dans les discours politique et juridique dans 1984
de Gorges Orwell. Elle a pour objectif de découvrir les marqueurs et fonctions discursives de ces deux types de
modalités dans ces deux types de discours. Grace a la revue de document, la sémantique et la théorie des actes de
discours, quelques marqueurs et fonctions discursives sont mis a nu. Les traces épistémiques sont ‘might, will,
would, should, certainty, perhaps et obvious’. Les fonctions discursives incluent la faible certitude, la prédiction,
la forte certitude, ’hypothése et la possibilité. Les marqueurs de la modalité dynamique sont ‘could not et cannot’.

Sa fonction discursive et ‘inability’.

Mots clés : discours, dynamique, épistémique, fonction, juridique, marqueur, modalité, politique.

Introduction

Modality is closely linked to polarity according to (M. Halliday, 1994). He argues that it is the
area of meanings which lay between positive and negative polarities. That is to state that,
expressing modality is to be placed between yes and no. ‘Yes’ refers to the proposition which
is closer to the truth and ‘no’ is related to what is far from the truth according to which a given
speaker expresses himself/herself. Modality expressions may be used to communicate at least

two broad modality types: epistemic and root modalities like deontic and dynamic. Derived
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from the Greek ‘episteme’ or ‘knowledge’, epistemic modality is linked to the degree of belief
of the speaker; that is why it is sometimes called speaker-oriented. According to (A.
Papafragou, 1997), it deals with the degree of the speaker’s commitment to the truth of the
proposition that forms the complement of the modal meaning. As for dynamic one, it refers to

the expression of ability or inability.

The book ‘1984’ of George Orwell is well-known. It has been the interest of many researchers
like (B. Gensane, 1989), (Z. P. Toh, 2019) and (M. Alilouch, 2023). (B. Gensane, 1989)
underlines the way Orwell positions himself toward the political problems of his period. As for
(Z. P. Toh, 2019), he points out how the writer reveals himself through the use of some
adjectives and adverbs. (M. Alilouch, 2023) focuses on the analysis of the dystopian space of
‘Oceania’. Thus, despite the fact that the novel is well-known, there is no work on it dealing
with modality which is also present in it. That discrepancy gives currency to the research under
consideration. Even if some researchers may think that the novel is too old, the content is always
current. In fact, the facts which are depicted in it are always topical in the present society. This
research is about modality precisely epistemic and dynamic ones. It focuses only on political

and legal discourses in /984 according to the categorization given by (Z. P. Toh, 2019).

The main research question of the work is: what are the markers and their functions of epistemic
and dynamic modalities in the political and legal discourses in /984 of George Orwell? The
other question is: what are the discursive functions of these epistemic and dynamic markers?
The work tends to discover the epistemic and dynamic traces and their discursive functions in
the political and legal discourses in /984 of George Orwell. It also points out the manipulation
of information and history through the use of some epistemic and dynamic markers. The work
includes three major parts. There is the theoretical framework which involves the semantic and
speech acts theories. There is also the method of data collection which is documents review.

The last part is “discussions”.

1. Theoretical Framework
(F. Kerlinger, 1979) defines theory as a set of interrelated constructs, definitions and
propositions. It presents a systematic view of phenomena by specifying relations among
constructs, with the purpose of explaining phenomena the research aims at explaining. A theory,
in research, should appear as an argument or a discussion to help explain or predict phenomena.
A theory explains why things take place, rather than just describe them. Semantics and speech

acts are the two theories implemented in the research. It obeys (M. Celce-Murcia & D. Larsen-
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Freeman’s, 1999) semantic model for classifying modal strength, (A. Kratzer, 1981) and (J.
Suhadi’s, 2011) ideas on modality. The speech acts aspect is from (J. Austin, 1962).

For (Celce-Murcia & D. Larsen-Freeman, 1999), high certitude is conveyed by the modals
‘must and will’. ‘Should and may’ are the modals of medium and ‘could and might’ express
low certitude. (A. Kratzer, 1981) argues that modals are not ambiguous but context-dependent.
As for (J. Suhadi, 2011), he postulates that ‘should and ought to’ express epistemic probability.
In fact, epistemic probability conveys the median degree of confidence. As for ‘might’, it
conveys epistemic uncertainty. (J. Austin, 1962) postulates that speech acts are acts that refer
to the action performed by produced utterances. In fact, there are three types of speech acts

which are locutionary, illocutionary and perlocutionary.

(J. Austin, 1962) affirms that locutionary speech act is equivalent to uttering certain utterances
with certain sense and reference and is also equivalent to meaning in traditional sense. In fact,
locutionary is what is said. In other words, it is the literary sentence. [llocutionary act is realized
through the communicative force of an utterance like request, command, promise and
apologizing. This illocutionary act can also be called the act of doing something in stating
something. One can even state that the most significant level of an action in a speech act is the
illocutionary act because the force which has been desired by the speaker, determines each act.
Perlocutionary act refers to the effect the speaker’s utterance has on the hearer. It simply means
that perlocutionary act is the result of the utterance on the addressee or the volition of the

speaker on the hearer.

2. Methods of Data Collection and Analysis

2.1. Method of Data Collection
Document review is the method of data collection in this work. Document review consists in
analyzing existing primary and secondary sources of data which are pertinent and appropriate
for research. According to (P. N’da, 2015), document review aims at collecting the maximum
of information that has a link with the research. Document review is a way of collecting data
by reviewing or consulting existing documents. These documents may be of several kinds such
as articles, universal books, thematic books, dissertations and political speeches. They can also

be hard copy or electronic. In the case under study, the document is hard and it is a book.

Secondary data are used in the work. Indeed, secondary data are those which have been already
collected by other researchers and readily available from other sources. For example, when a
researcher uses statistical method with primary data from another researcher, it can be stated

that he has used secondary data. It means that one’s primary data are potentially the secondary
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data of someone else. In other words, secondary data are those that are being reused or in
simpler terms, they are second-hand data. What is important with these data is that they are
more quickly obtainable than primary ones. According to (R. Kumar, 2011), all the data which
are extracted from articles, journals, magazines, books and speeches are secondary data. For

him, these data are already available and need only to be extracted.

2.2. Data Collection
The corpus of the research is a hard book. That book is ‘1984’ from which (Z. P. Toh, 2019)
classifies different types of discourses. The book of (Z. P. Toh, 2019) is written in French but,
the political and legal discourses are written in English. Thus, the best choice would have been
to use /984 itself as corpus directly. But, (Z. P. Toh, 2019 : 6) affirms that “a priori, les
différents types de discours suggérés ne sont pas perceptibles tellement le classement n’est pas
aisé”!. (D. Loreau, 2005 : 118) also states that “N’hésitez pas a troquer le bien pour du mieux.

Vous y gagnerez en satisfaction”?

. These two ideas mean that using the book of Z. P. Toh where
the classification on types of discourse is done, is better. The first five data are from political

discourses and the others are from legal ones.

- Day and night, the telescreens bruised your ears with statistical proving that people
today had more food, more clothes, better houses, better recreations — that they lived
longer, worked shorter hours, were bigger, healthier, stronger, happier, more intelligent,
better educated than the people of fifty years ago. Not a word of it could ever be proved
or disapproved.

- It might very well be that literally, every word in the history books, even the things that
one accepted without question, was pure fantasy.

- The proletarians will never revolt, not in a thousand years or a million. They cannot. If
you have ever cherished any dreams of violent insurrection, you must abandon them.
There is no way in which the Party can be overthrown. The rule of the Party is for ever.

- The Party was the eternal guardian of the weak, a dedicated sect doing evil that good
might come, sacrificing its own happiness to that of others. The terrible thing, thought

Winston, the terrible thing was that when O’Brien said this, he would believe it.

L_ First of all, the different types of discourses which are suggested are not perceptible because the categorization
is not easy.
2. Do not hesitate to change the good for the better. You will have satisfaction.
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- They pretended, perhaps they even believed, that they had seized power unwillingly
and for a limited time, and that just round the corner there lay a paradise where human
beings would be free and equal.

- Inthe end, the Part would announce that two and two made five and you would believe
it. It was inevitable that they should make that claim sooner or later: the logic of their
position demand it.

- The face of O’Brien, not called up by any obvious association, had floated into his mind.
He knew, with more certainty than before, that O’Brien was on his side.

- There will be no loyalty, except loyalty towards the Party. There will be no love, except
the love of Big Brother. There will be no laughter, except the laugh of triumph over
defeated enemy. There will be no art, no literature, no science. There will be no
distinction between beauty and ugliness. There will be no curiosity, no enjoyment of the
process of life. All competing pleasures will be destroyed. There will be the intoxication
of power. Always, at every moment, there will be the thrill of victory.

- He could not say anything. His heart seemed to be frozen.

- It will be a world of terror as much as a world of triumph. The more the Party is

powerful, the less it will be tolerant.

2.3. Data Analysis

- Day and night, the telescreens bruised your ears with statistical proving that people
today had more food, more clothes, better houses, better recreations — that they lived
longer, worked shorter hours, were bigger, healthier, stronger, happier, more intelligent,
better educated than the people of fifty years ago. Not a word of it could ever be proved

or disapproved.

Extract 1, from political discourse, contains the modal ‘could’ negated by the adverb ‘ever’.
One of'the values of ‘could’ is to convey low certitude according to (Celce-Murcia & D. Larsen-
Freeman, 1999). However, ‘could’ also expresses inability. In (1), the inability value of ‘could’
is at stake. The extract is given by Smith Winston, the protagonist of /984. ‘Could ever’
expresses the inability of the oppressed people to check the lies of the Party. That inability is
due to the fact that Big Brother is not only omnipresent but the history is also totally erased. In
other words, the lies told by the Party are peremptory. ‘Could ever’ can also convey the idea of
impossibility. Winston argues that it is not possible to check the truthness of the Party words
because the history is falsified. That falsification of history makes Winston disbunk the

existence of a real history. Winston’s doubt is observed in extract 2.
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- It might very well be that literally, every word in the history books, even the things that

one accepted without question, was pure fantasy.

The modal ‘might’ expresses low certitude according to (Celce-Murcia & D. Larsen-Freeman,
1999) and epistemic uncertainty trusting (J. Suhadi, 2011). Indeed, Winston is uncertain about
the truthness of history. He does no longer know if the history books are full of reality or
falsification. That uncertainty or low certainty is due to the fact that he cannot check any
information. However, (A. Kratzer, 1981) argues that modals are not ambiguous but context-
dependent. In fact, semantically, the modal ‘might’ conveys the idea of uncertainty. But, in (2),
with the use the adverbial locution ‘very well’, Winston is sure that the history books are full

of the Party lies.

- The proletarians will never revolt, not in a thousand years or a million. They cannot. If
you have ever cherished any dreams of violent insurrection, you must abandon them.

There is no way in which the Party can be overthrown. The rule of the Party is for ever.

Extract 3 is the reply of O’Brien to Winston. In that extract, four modal markers are used. ‘Will’
expressing epistemic modality and ‘cannot’ conveying dynamic one. As for ‘must’ and ‘can’,
they respectively denote deontic obligation and epistemic possibility. The modal ‘will” conveys
high certainty according to (Celce-Murcia & D. Larsen-Freeman, 1999). In fact, O’Brien is sure
that with the erasure of history and the prohibition of curiosity, proletarians will not think of
liberty. O’Brien even uses the modal ‘cannot’ to state that proletarians do not have the ability
to revolt. Indeed, a revolution occurs when people have access to history and when they
compare it with what happens. Unfortunately, there is no access to history and curiosity. The
modal ‘can’ undergoes a back negation. It conveys an epistemic impossibility. For O’Brien, the

Party is everlasting because all the arguments against it are no longer available.

- The Party was the eternal guardian of the weak, a dedicated sect doing evil that good
might come, sacrificing its own happiness to that of others. The terrible thing, thought

Winston, the terrible thing was that when O’Brien said this, he would believe it.

The use of ‘might’ indicates that O’Brien is not sure of what he is stating. In other words, he
knows that the Party seeks power entirely for its own sake. The party is not interested in the
good of others; it is interested solely in power. (M. Newson, 2008) affirms that the modal
‘would’ is a weak modal. Indeed, he posits that ‘would’ is a weak modal like ‘should’. But, (M.
Nartey and F. Yankson, 2014) do not agree with him. They state that they find the opposite.

The semantic function of the modal ‘would’ in this section follows the thesis of (M. Nartey and
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F. Yankson, 2014). For them, the modal ‘would’ is used as a strong modal in many cases. They
state that ‘would’ is used to carry strong willingness and intention. Thus, despite the fact that
O’Brien knows that what he is affirming is not true, he firmly believes it. That is the reason

why he keeps on defending the party.
- They pretended, perhaps they even believed, that they had seized power unwillingly
and for a limited time, and that just round the corner there lay a paradise where human

beings would be free and equal.

The epistemic adverb ‘perhaps’ indicates uncertainty or possibility regarding a statement or

situation. It means that something might be true, but it is not definitely confirmed. O’Brien, in

(5), expresses a possible thought for the proletarians. For O’Brien, proletarians may think that

one day the Party will leave the power and there will be peace for them. But, things are totally
different.

- Inthe end, the Party would announce that two and two made five and you would believe

it. It was inevitable that they should make that claim sooner or later: the logic of their

position demands it.

Extract 6 is the first one from legal discourses. It includes three modals and one lexical adverb.
The modal ‘would’ which is repeated twice expresses a hypothetical situation. But, this
hypothesis is based on a logic. Indeed, Winston observes that the Party tells lies in every single
domain of life. Therefore, he thinks than the Party is even able to change elementary truths.
According to (Celce-Murcia & D. Larsen-Freeman, 1999), ‘should’ expresses median certainty.
However, the adjective ‘inevitable’ strengthens the degree of certainty. In one word, based on
his experiences with the Party, Winston firmly knows that the lies will continue and become
even worse. It means that even ordinary truths are going to be altered.

- The face of O’Brien, not called up by any obvious association, had floated into his mind.

He knew, with more certainty than before, that O’Brien was on his side.

The extract 7 expresses Winston’s sadness. In fact, the epistemic noun ‘certainty’ has the same
value like ‘will and must’. It indicates the certitude of Winston. That is, Winston certainly
knows that in the beginning of their revolution preparation, he was supported by his friend
O’Briend. In fact, O’Brien gave some secrets of the Party because he was from the interior.
That certain support from his friend O’Brien is replaced by an obvious abandon. Now, Winston
knows that he has no longer any support from anybody. O’Brien who was considered his sole
support is the one who tries to convince him to forget about any idea of insurrection since the

Party is eternal.
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- There will be no loyalty, except loyalty towards the Party. There will be no love, except
the love of Big Brother. There will be no laughter, except the laugh of triumph over
defeated enemy. There will be no art, no literature, no science. There will be no
distinction between beauty and ugliness. There will be no curiosity, no enjoyment of the
process of life. All competing pleasures will be destroyed. There will be the intoxication

of power. Always, at every moment, there will be the thrill of victory.

Extract 8 has two particularities. Indeed, it possesses eight times the same modal ‘will’. Extract
8 can be named as a ‘will extract’ compared to the other extracts. The modal ‘will’ is generally
preceded by the indefinite pronoun ‘there’. That extract is the continuation of the evidence of
Winston’s disappointment because O’Brien has completely abandoned him. He defends
strongly the Party. (Celce-Murcia & D. Larsen-Freeman, 1999) argue that high certitude is
conveyed by the modals ‘must and will’. With the use the modal ‘will’, O’Brien expresses his
highest degree of certitude in the everlasting characteristic of the Party. O’Brien is also
predicting what is going to happen with the Party. That prediction is a bad news for proletarians
because infernal things are just getting started.

- He could not say anything. His heart seemed to be frozen.

- It will be a world of terror as much as a world of triumph. The more the Party is

powerful, the less it will be tolerant.

The modal ‘could’ expresses low certitude according to (Celce-Murcia & D. Larsen-Freeman,
1999). ‘Could’ also conveys dynamic ability. In (9), ‘could’ is negated by the ordinary adverb
‘not’; as a result, it expresses dynamic inability. The words of O’Brien make Winston
speechless. He does not have the ability to say at least a word. The negative prediction O’Brien
gave in extract 8 destroys all the vision of Winston who was thinking of an insurrection which
can bring a possible positive change. The modal ‘will’ conveys a futuristic idea. Again, O’Brien

keeps on warning Winston on the sad intention of the Party.

3. Results and Discussions

3.1. Presentation of Results
The findings are linked to the research question which leads the research. Some markers and
discursive functions of epistemic and dynamic modalities are discovered in political and legal
discourses in /984. There are nine modal markers and seven discursive functions. Among the
nine markers, there are six modals, one adverb, one adjective and one noun. Out of the six
modals, four convey epistemic modality. They are might, will, would and should. The other

two modals which are ‘could not and cannot’ express dynamic modality. The adverb, adjective
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and noun account for epistemic modality. They are perhaps, obvious and certainty. The six
discursive functions are, low certainty, prediction, strong or high degree of certitude,

hypothesis, possibility and inability. Only inability belongs to dynamic modality.

The findings show that the traces or markers of epistemic and dynamic modalities are realized
most of the time by modals since they are words par excellence to convey a modality meaning.
The frequency of epistemic modality markers and discursive functions justifies its importance
in discourses. In fact, it is used to convince the audience. Indeed, O’Brien uses it to dissuade
Winston to abandon his ideas of insurrection. O’Brien uses more the arms of dissuasion like

the epistemic marker ‘will’ to convince his friend Winston.

3.2. Discussions

3.2.1. Discursive Functions of Epistemic Modality
Strong certitude, hypothesis, possibility, low certainty and prediction are the epistemic
discursive functions in the political and legal discourses in 7/984. The expression of strong
certitude of O’Brien conveys a specific idea. Indeed, the illocution behind the words of O’Brien
to Winston is to dissuade him through cognitive oppression. In fact, illocution is one aspect of
the speech acts theory of (J. Austin, 1962). It is the intended meaning or function behind the
utterance. In other words, it is what the speaker intends while communicating. In extract 8 for
example, the cognitive oppression is perceived through the everlasting characteristics of the
Party showed by O’Brien by using the modal ‘will” eight times. The cognitive oppression is not
just about making people obey, but it is about making them incapable of even imagine. To
succeed in oppressing people cognitively, the Party, through its members like O’Brien, falsifies

language, truth and history. It also prohibits access to curiosity.

The expression of hypothesis indicates the trouble or the ambiguity of Winston towards the
behavior of O’Brien and the Party. This also calls for uncertainty from the part of Winston. The
use of modals by O’Brien creates cognitive dissonances for Winston. He struggles with
contracditory feelings. This internal conflict is exacerbated by Winston’s hypothesis and low

certainty. As for epistemic possibility, it is used for expressing a possible hope for proletarians.

3.2.2. Expression of Inability
Inability is the sole dynamic discursive function discovered in the political and legal discourses
in 7984. Dynamic modality focuses on personal ability or inability. The expression of dynamic
inability is related to the fragility of proletarians to take actions for their liberty. It reflects how
the Party restricts citizens’ abilities to act independently. In other words, through dynamic

inability, the Party limits what individuals can do and reinforces its control and suppresses every
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sign of rebellion. Dynamic inability is related to the tension between personal abilities and the
oppressive constraints opposed by the Party. It illustrates the struggle for freedom and

individual thoughts in controlled societies.

The Party manipulates dynamic modality to exert eternal control over proletarians. Indeed,
O’Brien makes people believe that they cannot do anything without the Party. The historical
revisionism is an apparatus used by the Party to destroy the ability of people. Winston who tries
to lead an insurrection is disappointed because he cannot proved or disapproved any act of the
Party. The manipulation of dynamic modality allows the party to foster doubt in the people’s
abilities to enact change. This erodes any confidence in their potential actions, reinforcing

submission to the Party.

Conclusion

This research investigates the epistemic and dynamic traces and their discursive functions in
the political and legal discourses in /984 by George Orwell. It also points out the manipulation
of information through the use of some epistemic and dynamic markers. The findings show that
the traces or markers of epistemic and dynamic modalities are realized most of the time by
modals like could, might, will, can, would, should since they are words par excellence to convey
a modality meaning. The frequency of epistemic modality markers justifies their importance in
discourses. In fact, they are used to convince the audience. As for dynamic modality, it is
employed to manipulate the ability of proletarians in order to undergo the eternal control of the

Party.

Epistemic modality is employed not just as a linguistic feature but, a tool used by the Party to
control minds, shape reality and maintain its power. The Party, through O’Brien, uses epistemic
markers to reinforce its oppressive control. These epistemic markers are also employed to create
a false sense of certainty, clarity and suppress personal agency dictating what individuals can
or cannot do. However, Smith Winston’s use of epistemic markers reflects his struggle for
autonomy and truth. It may also carry ambiguity reflecting his uncertainty about the future and
his place within the Party. The use of these markers explores personal agency of Winston who

contemplates actions he could take against the Party.

The research is limited to a selected types of discourses of modalities. It only focuses on
political and legal discourses. It means that it may not capture the scope of discourses and
modality use throughout the Novel. Future researches could extend the corpus to include other

types of discourses and modalities.
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