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PRESENTATION DE JDS 

 
Le Journal International des Sachants (JDS) est une revue scientifique 

pluridisciplinaire dédiée à la valorisation et à la vulgarisation des résultats de 

recherches innovantes, de découvertes de pointe et de productions scientifiques 

originales et pertinentes dans divers domaines scientifiques. Disposant de comité 

scientifique et de lecture, la revue JDS offre ainsi aux chercheurs du monde entier, 

une plateforme de publication de haute qualité en favorisant le partage des 

connaissances et de la collaboration au sein de la communauté scientifique. 

JDS est une revue évaluée par des pairs (blind peer review) et en libre accès "Open 

access" relevant des Editions Croco.  Il publie les articles dans le domaine des 

Sciences Humaines et Sociales ; Langues et littérature ; Art, patrimoine et culture 

; Sciences du Langage et de la Communication ; Sciences Economiques et de 

Gestion ; Sciences politiques et Juridiques. Dans sa vision d’ouverture, JDS 

encourage la collaboration interdisciplinaire entre les chercheurs de tous les pays 

africains et du monde.  

Les articles proposés doivent respecter la ligne éditoriale de la revue. Ils doivent 

être originaux et n’avoir jamais fait l’objet d’une acceptation pour publication 

dans une autre revue à comité de lecture. Ils sont soumis à une sélection initiale 

par l'éditeur, puis à un processus rigoureux d'évaluation par les pairs en double 

aveugle avant publication.  
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PROTOCOLE DE REDACTION DE JDS 
 

Le Journal International des Sachants (JDS) n’accepte que des articles inédits et originaux 

dans diverses langues notamment en allemand, en anglais, en espagnol et en Français. Le 

manuscrit est remis à deux instructeurs, choisis en fonction de leurs compétences dans la 

discipline. Le secrétariat de la rédaction communique aux auteurs les observations formulées 

par le comité de lecture ainsi qu’une copie du rapport, si cela est nécessaire. Dans le cas où la 

publication de l’article est acceptée avec révisions, l’auteur dispose alors d’un délai raisonnable 

pour remettre la version définitive de son texte au secrétariat de la revue 

 

Structure générale de l’article :  

Le projet d’article doit être envoyé sous la forme d’un document Word, police Times New 

Roman, taille 12 et interligne 1,5 pour le corps de texte (sauf les notes de bas de page qui ont 

la taille 10 et les citations en retrait de 2 cm à gauche et à droite qui sont présentées en taille 11 

avec interligne 1 ou simple). Le texte doit être justifié et ne doit pas excéder 18 pages. Le 

manuscrit doit comporter une introduction, un développement articulé, une conclusion et une 

bibliographie.  

 

Présentation de l’article :   

➢ Le titre de l’article (15 mots maximum) doit être clair et concis. De taille 14 pts gras, il 

doit être centré. 

➢ Juste après le titre, l’auteur doit mentionner son identité (Prénom et NOM en gras et en 

taille 12), ses adresses (institution, e-mail, pays et téléphones en italique et en taille 

11) 

➢ Le résumé (200 mots au maximum) présenté en taille 10 pts ne doit pas être une 

reproduction de la conclusion du manuscrit. Il est donné à la fois en français et en 

anglais (abstract). Les mots-clés (05 au maximum, taille 10pts) sont donnés en français 

et en anglais (key words)  

➢ Le texte doit être subdivisé selon le système décimal et ne doit pas dépasser 3 niveaux 

exemples : (1. - 1.1. - 1.2. ; 2. - 2.1. -2.2. - 2.3. - 3. - 3.1. - 3.2. etc.)  

➢ Les références des citations sont intégrées au texte comme suit : (L’initial du prénom 

suivi d’un point, nom de l’auteur avec l’initiale en majuscule, année de publication 

suivie de deux points, page à laquelle l’information a été prise). Ex : (A. Kouadio, 

2000 : 15).   

➢ La pagination en chiffre arabe apparait en haut de page et centrée. 

➢ Les citations courtes de 3 lignes au plus sont mises en guillemet français («…. »), mais 

sans italique. 

N.B. : Les caractères majuscules doivent être accentués. Exemple : État, À partir de …  
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Références bibliographiques  

Ne sont utilisées dans la bibliographie que les références des documents cités. Les références 

bibliographiques sont présentées par ordre alphabétique des noms d’auteur. Les divers éléments 

d’une référence bibliographique sont présentés comme suit : NOM et Prénom (s) de l’auteur, 

Année de publication, zone titre, lieu de publication, zone éditeur, pages (p.) occupées par 

l’article dans la revue ou l’ouvrage collectif.  

Dans la zone titre, le titre d’un article est présenté entre guillemets et celui d’un ouvrage, d’un 

mémoire ou d’une thèse, d’un rapport, d’une presse écrite est présenté en italique. Dans la zone 

éditeur, on indique la maison d’édition (pour un ouvrage), le Nom et le numéro/volume de la 

revue (pour un article). Au cas où un ouvrage est une traduction et/ou une réédition, il faut 

préciser après le titre le nom du traducteur et/ou l’édition (ex : 2nde éd.).   

Les références des sources d’archives, des sources orales et les notes explicatives sont 

numérotées en série continue et présentées en bas de page. 

- Pour les sources orales, réaliser un tableau dont les colonnes comportent un numéro 

d’ordre, nom et prénoms des informateurs, la date et le lieu de l’entretien, la qualité et la 

profession des informateurs, son âge ou sa date de naissance et les principaux thèmes 

abordés au cours des entretiens. Dans ce tableau, les noms des informateurs sont 

présentés en ordre alphabétique  

- Pour les sources d’archives, il faut mentionner en toutes lettres, à la première 

occurrence, le lieu de conservation des documents suivi de l’abréviation entre 

parenthèses, la série et l’année. C’est l’abréviation qui est utilisée dans les occurrences 

suivantes :   

Ex. : Abidjan, Archives nationales de Côte d’Ivoire (A.N.C.I), 1EE28, 1899. 

 

- Pour les ouvrages, on note le NOM et le prénom de l'auteur suivis de l’année de 

publication, du titre de l'ouvrage en italique, du lieu de publication, du nom de la société 

d'édition et du nombre de page. 

Ex : LATTE Egue Jean-Michel, 2018, L’histoire des Odzukru, peuple du sud de la Côte 

d’Ivoire, des origines au XIXe siècle, Paris, L’Harmattan, 252 p.  

 

- Pour les périodiques, le NOM et le(s) prénom(s) de l’auteur sont suivis de l’année de la 

publication, du titre de l’article entre guillemets, du nom du périodique en italique, du 

numéro du volume, du numéro du périodique dans le volume et des pages. 

Ex : BAMBA Mamadou, 2022, « Les Dafing dans l’évolution économique et socio-

culturelle de Bouaké, 1878-1939 », NZASSA, N°8, p.361-372.  

 

NB : Le non-respect de ces recommandations ci-dessus conduit au rejet systématique du 

manuscrit. 
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Abstract  

Power and authority are generally considered to stem from an institutional position, a legal mandate, or social 

recognition. However, in discourse, the expression of power and authority are intrinsically linked and do not exist 

independently of language; on the contrary, they are actively constructed, negotiated, and enacted through certain 

pragmatic strategies. The expression of power and authority appears as a pragmatic effect of language use, in 

which speakers mobilize linguistic resources to position themselves as legitimate holders of power and authority. 

Using a qualitative approach, this article examines how the expression of power and authority is pragmatically 

implemented in Dan Fulani’s book One Man, Two Votes. The study argues that pragmatic tools such as modality, 

speech acts, presuppositions, face management, and implicatures function as discursive processes that enable 

speakers to verbally control and dominate their interlocutors while limiting challenges. Consequently, the 

expression of power and authority is negotiated and stabilized within discourse. 

Keywords: Authority; Discourse; Pragmatic; Power; Strategies  

 

Pouvoir et Autorité dans le Discours : une Analyse des Stratégies 

Pragmatiques dans One Man, Two Votes de Dan Fullani 
 

Résumé  

Le pouvoir et l'autorité sont généralement considérés comme découlant d'une position institutionnelle, d'un mandat 

légal ou d'une reconnaissance sociale. Pourtant, dans le discours, l’expression du pouvoir et de l'autorité sont 

intrinsèquement liés et n'existent pas indépendamment du langage ; au contraire, ils sont activement construits, 

négociés et mis en œuvre à travers certaines stratégies pragmatiques. L’expression du pouvoir et de l’autorité 

apparait comme un effet pragmatique de l’usage du langage, dans lequel les locuteurs mobilisent des ressources 

linguistiques pour se positionner en tant que détenteurs légitimes du pouvoir et de l’autorité. Cet article, à travers 

une approche qualitative, examine comment l’expression du  pouvoir et l’autorité est  mis en œuvre de manière 

pragmatique dans l’ouvrage de Dan Fulani intitulé One Man, Two Votes de Dan Fulani. L’étude soutient que des 

outils pragmatiques tels que la modalité, les actes de langage, les présuppositions, la gestion de la face et les 

implicatures fonctionnent comme des processus discursifs qui permettent aux locuteurs de contrôler verbalement 

et de dominer leurs interlocuteurs tout en limitant les contestations. Par conséquent, l’expression du  pouvoir et 

l’autorité est négociée et stabilisée dans le discours.  

Mots-clés : Autorité ; Discours ; Pragmatique ; Pouvoir ; Stratégies  
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Introduction 

Discourse can be grasped as a representation of knowledge or ideas through language use by 

an individual. One can distinguish between passive and active discourse. Contrarily to passive 

discourse that is neutral without direct constraint on the interlocutor, active discourse carries 

constraint or a force of execution. It bears the expression of power and authority. Power and 

authority refer to how language is used to construct, exercise, negotiate, and legitimize relations 

of domination or recognition between interlocutors. The expression of power denotes the 

speaker’s capacity to influence his interlocutor whether overtly or covertly, while the 

expression of authority implies the recognition and acceptance of that influence. In this regard, 

the expression of power and authority in discourse does not derive from institutional position, 

social recognition or a legal mandate but it is merely embedded in the way language is used. 

The expression of power and authority has a discursive dimension; they do not always exists 

independently of language.  

From a discourse-analytic perspective, one can notice how language functions in social contexts 

to produce meaning, relationships, and social realities. Hence, the expression of power and 

authority; far from being an extra-linguistic phenomenon, is dynamically, negotiated, 

constructed and performed in discourse through linguistic practices. In interaction, interlocutors 

do not merely exchange information but also organize hierarchical relations within their 

propositional contents in order to strategically dominate others. Language, therefore, is best 

conceived as a form of social action embedded in context and oriented toward influencing 

others. 

In discourse, pragmatic strategies are skillfully mobilized by speakers to construct discursive 

power and authority so as to legitimize actions, and regulate power relations. One Man, Two 

Votes offers a particularly fertile ground for observing these processes through its satirical 

representation of electoral politics, where actors continuously strive to consolidate verbally 

their power and authority. Although the play has received considerable scholarly attention, 

existing studies have largely focused on corruption, electoral malpractice, and political satire. 

By contrast, the present study foregrounds the pragmatic tools underlying the verbal 

construction of power and authority in the text. Its objective is to investigate the strategies 

through which power and authority are discursively constructed and to demonstrate that power 

and authority do not derive from a mere institutional position but can be realized through 

language. To this end, the study is guided by the following questions: How are discursive power 

and authority constructed in One Man, Two Votes?  Which pragmatic strategies underpin this 
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process? How do these strategies function to perform and legitimize power and authority, and 

to what extent do they reinforce social positioning and shape the negotiation of power relations 

among characters? These questions underpin a three-part analysis grounded in pragmatics. 

The first part investigates the discursive mechanisms through which power and authority are 

constructed and performed in discourse; the second explores the pragmatic resources that 

legitimize them; and the third examines how such strategies sustain and negotiate power 

relations among interlocutors. 

1. Discursive modalities in the shaping of power and authority 

The expression of power in discourse is this ability people have to influence others with words. 

Power in this sense is relational and dynamic. It is embedded in social practices that is why 

discussing the concept of power, M. Foucault (1988) asserts:  

I am not referring to Power with a capital P, dominating and imposing its 

rationality upon the totality of the social body. In fact, there are power 

relations. They are multiple; they have different forms, they can be in play in 

family relations, or within an institution, or an administration. (M. Foucault, 

1988: 38) 

If power is relational and embedded in discourse as opined by Foucault, then language becomes 

a key site where power is constructed. The discursive power entails authority. When the concept 

of discursive power is about influencing interlocutors, authority is understood as recognition 

and acceptance of that influence. Authority may also be understood as the capacity of an 

individual to act upon others without encountering resistance or reaction (A. Kojève, 2004: 58). 

Within this framework, discursive power and authority can be understood as a symbolic and 

verbal force that operates through the speaker’s stance as encoded in illocutionary acts, and 

whose perlocutionary effects exert a constraint or an influence on the addressee. According to 

R. Boudon and F. Bourricaud, (1982) power and authority are verbal forces that are embedded 

in propositional content when they assert:  « On parle de l’autorité d’une personne, d’une 

institution, d’un message, pour signifier qu’on leur fait confiance, qu’on accueille leur avis, leur 

suggestion ou leur injonction, avec respect, faveur, ou du moins sans hostilité ni résistance, et 

qu’on est disposé à y déférer » ( R.Boudon and F. Bourricaud, 1982, : 32) [ We refer to the 

authority of a person, of an institution, of a message”, “to indicate  that they are trusted; that 

their opinion, suggestion or order  are accepted with respect, favor, or at least without hostility 

or resistance, and that individuals  are willing to follow  it .]  In this sense, discursive authority 

is closely linked to the addressee’s disposition to defer to the speaker on the basis of the power 

contained in his discourse. Very often, the authority that is triggered by power is based   on pre-

existing beliefs or socially constructed legitimacy. Pragmatic strategies are therefore the tools 
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through which discursive power and authority are enacted and negotiated.  In One Man, Two 

Votes, the expression of power and authority does not only come from official roles but from 

how characters speak, position themselves, and interact linguistically notably via modalization. 

Modalities function as linguistic resources through which speakers express their stance, impose 

norms, assert certainty, and legitimize their positions. Consequently, analyzing the construction 

of power and authority entails examining how speakers position themselves in interactions.  

1.1. Epistemic modality and the Expression of Power and Authority 

       In One Man, Two Votes, epistemic modality constitutes a fundamental mechanism through 

which power and authority are framed and legitimized. Power entails authority they go together. 

In discourse, authority is embedded in power that is itself constructed   through the expression 

of a degree of certainty, probability, or of shared knowledge that give  force to speakers’ 

assertions. For M. Angenot argues, authority is a discursive process of inducing submission 

without overt coercicion (M. Angenot, 2013: 8). In the following excerpt drawn from One Man, 

Two Votes (OMTV), one can notice the construction of authority by means of epistemic 

modalities: 

(1) You can trust me. I will see that everything runs fair and square. (One Man, 

Two Votes OMTV 2014: 14) 

This utterance is made by the employee Gregory to reassure his boss Wakili who is about 

travelling and wants him to take good care of his business. In this utterance, Gregory constructs 

authority by projecting credibility and control over future outcomes. The modal expression 

“you can trust me” functions persuasively to establish an epistemic stance of reliability. By 

presenting himself as trustworthy, Gregory seeks to neutralize potential resistance from his 

interlocutor and secure compliance. In so doing, not only his words have power on his boss, but 

also construct authority to the extent that the later accepts Gregory’s arguments without 

suspicion or doubt. Power is grounded in the effects of the words used on the addressee and is 

reinforced through authority as a final outcome that stands as a control of the interlocutor who 

submits to the words of the speaker.  A similar process is seen in the following utterance in 

which wakili asks for his friend’s support for the forthcoming elections: 

(2) This, as you know, will benefit not only you and me, but also our families, 

friends and relations. (OMTV2014: 19) 

The pre-suppositional trigger “as you know” presents the proposition as shared and 

indisputable. It is a discursive strategy Wakili uses not only to influence the opinion of his 

interlocutor, but also impose a particular reality to his interlocutor: the benefit of sustaining him 

during these elections. By the same token, Wakili wants to limit his interlocutor’s possibility of 
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disagreement when presenting to his interlocutor, the advantages of being elected as noticed in 

the presupposition “not only you and me, but also our families.”  The mention of this collective 

benefit gives power to his opinion and purports to strengthen persuasion and naturally establish 

an authority over the addressee who is likely to accept without resistance. This epistemic 

dominance in the construction of power and authority is further reinforced in this utterance from 

Wakili about how to use corruption to win the elections: 

(3) Nothing is so tight in the world that does not yield to the power of money.” 

(OMTV2014: 22) 

Here, the categorical and generalized assertion “nothing is so tight in the world that does not 

yield to the power of money” bears power and presents Wakili as having a greater knowledge 

about how the world functions. With a high degree of certainty the statement of Wakili is 

considered as unquestionable, a universal truth. It therefore stands as an epistemic authority that 

serves to claim a position of superior knowledge, which discourages resistance and encourages 

acceptance. Authority, in this sense, derives from control over knowledge and the ability to 

frame one’s perspective as valid and authoritative. 

1.2. Deontic modality and power relations  

While epistemic modality helps express power and authority by establishing credibility, deontic 

modality does so by imposing norms, obligations, and constraints. In this sense, modality is 

understood as: “the manner in which the meaning of a clause is qualified so as to reflect the 

speaker´s judgment of the likelihood of the proposition it expresses being true” (R. Quirk et al., 

1989: 219). From the preceding, modality reflects the speaker’s judgment about what is 

permitted, obligatory, or prohibited as can be seen in this utterance where Moagi attempts to 

calm Wakili who wanted to kill his employee Gregory because he wasted his money: 

(4) Don’t be too hasty. We can’t have committing murder. That would 

certainly damage your election prospects.” (OMTV2014: 48) 

The reading of this utterance permits to notice a combination of prohibition and a   normative 

evaluation that obviously represent an exhortation. In fact, with the negative imperative “Don’t 

be too hasty”, there is a restriction of behavior coupled with the modal construction “can’t have. 

Altogether, there is a strong expression of deontic constraint grounded in moral norms. These 

moral norms have power on the addressee and are liable to lead to authority. In fact, the 

invocation of the consequences of the violation of these social norms have an influence on the 

interlocutor. Moangi’s ability to define acceptable behavior and to guide his addressee’s 

decision-making confers him power and consequently authority because his interlocutor is 

likely to renounce his actions. Discursive power and   authority is thus this   ability to be listened 
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to and obeyed (H. Arendt, 1972: 140). This dynamic is further illustrated in this turn-taking 

about the money that should be used to corrupt: 

(5) Moagi: “I will take the risk if you sign a paper agreeing to repay within six 

months.” 

 Wakili: “And what if I can’t repay you?” 

 Moagi: “Then you will go to prison, not me. I can see to that…I am s I do not 

end up in prison on your account. ure that you remember that the chief of the 

local police force is my full brother. He will certainly see to it that. ……...You 

want to win this election, don’t you?” (OMTV2014: 50) 

These utterances vehicle conditional obligation and coercive implications. They show how 

verbal menace and future prospect for one’s ambition can represent a verbal force or power for 

compliance. This truth endows Moagi; whose interests are at stake with an authoritative force 

of coercion on Wakili who also has an ambition to obey. This aligns with the perspective that 

authority is the ability to make the audience comply willingly, specifically, to give them reasons 

to act in specific manner. (P. Charaudeau (1997: 553). The interaction between Moangi and 

Wakili vehicles a discursive power and shows Moangi imposing a condition: “if you sign” while 

simultaneously threatening a sanction: “you will go to prison,” in case of refusal. This strategy 

restricts the addressee’s freedom of choice through coercion. This constitutes a clear instance 

of deontic control, where compliance (authority) is secured through the threat of punishment 

(power).  In addition,   Moagi’s authority; that is his ability to be obeyed  is further reinforced 

through reference to a person having an  institutional power “the chief of the local police force 

is my full brother”, which legitimizes the threat and produces a clear asymmetry of power that 

is likely to lead his interlocutor Wakili to comply with him. In fact, this reference to institutional 

power   converges with the view that  authority is closely related to the positioning of the leader 

that gives oneself advantages that will subsequently play in one’s favor.( T. Leeuwen, 2007) .  

The connection between the speaker and the chief of the local police legitimizes his threat and 

enhances the speaker’s credibility and force to action. 

Authority comes from power and reflects a strong asymmetry of power, with Moagi occupying 

a dominant position and his interlocutor who is in unfavorable situation.  Deontic modality thus, 

functions as a key resource for imposing norms, enforcing compliance and structuring 

interaction in ways that favor the speaker’s control. It can be remarked that modalization plays 

a central pragmatic mechanism in the construction of discursive power and authority.  Epistemic 

modality offers power to speakers when presenting them as credible and knowledgeable to 

impose authority. Deontic modality also provides authority through the expression of power 

contained in norms to regulate actions and repel any action that contradicts the speaker’s 

opinion. Together, these modalities allow speakers to control not only the propositional content 
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of discourse, but also its epistemic status, its normative force, and its intersubjective alignment. 

In One Man, Two Votes, power and authority do not emerge   as a fixed   attribute, but as a 

dynamic perlocutionary effect of discourse on the addressee that leads the later to compliance. 

2. Pragmatic Strategies in the Performance and Legitimation of Power and Authority 

Power in discourse   denotes a verbal influence one has on his interlocutor authority in discourse 

implies the recognition and acceptance of that influence through submission. Verbal power and 

authority are statements that bear the weight of constraint that push to reconsider position. 

Discursive power leads to authority construction.   It is a clause in which the “projected clause,” 

the statement of authority in discourse, includes some kind of obligation modality. (M. Halliday, 

1985:129). In discourse, authority is not only encoded in language through modalities but also   

performed, negotiated and legitimized in interaction by means of other pragmatic strategies. 

Authority emerges through speaker’s ability to manage meaning, control interpretation, and 

influence their interlocutors’ responses by means of linguistic tools. This involves the strategic 

use of speech acts, implicatures, presuppositions, and politeness mechanisms to secure 

compliance, minimize resistance, and construct legitimacy. 

2.1. Speech Acts and the Discursive Performance of Authority 

Power and authority lie in the content and scope of utterances. In fact, “Every sentence is 

significant [...], but not every sentence is a statement-making sentence, but only those in which 

there is truth or falsity. There is not truth or falsity in all sentences: a prayer is a sentence but is 

neither true nor false”. (Aristotle (350 BC, Section 1; Part 4) cited in (B. Smith, 1990: 29). If 

every sentence has meaning and performs a function in communication, one can understand 

that sentences are not only used to describe reality but perform actions:  “to say something is to 

do something” as stated by J. Austin (1962). Speaking is therefore performing actions on the 

basis of the perlocutory force of utterances’ content.  Power and authority construction are 

verbal processes that are enacted through performative uses of language. In   discourse, power 

and authority are performed through illocutionary acts such as direct and commissive acts. This 

is evidenced in excerpt (4) “Don’t be too hasty. We can’t have committing murder. That would 

certainly damage your election prospects.” In this utterance, the speaker uses a directive speech 

act as a power mechanism to implement authority. Power here, stems from the directive speech 

act in which moral values are recommended in order to impose authority through the 

appropriate decision making indicated. Moreover, in the utterance below, power and authority 

are enacted through directives and commissive acts as in (5) and (6) below:  
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 (6) Maybe I can obtain a loan from local government funds. I am in charge 

of that budget now, you know. (OMTV2014: 49)  

In (5), the social network of the speaker gives power to his words. The speaker uses the content 

of the commissive acts to show power and influence his interlocutor. The commissive act “you 

will go to prison” in (5) and (6) “Maybe I can obtain a loan from local government funds. I am 

in charge of that budget now, you know” foreground dominance and influence.  Considering 

commissive act in the following utterance where it is a question of bribery: 

(7) Good, well. We will give you one thousand dollars so that you can help us 

to ensure that wakili is elected as the new chief of the longuda 

(OMTV2014:54) 

one can notice a financial inducement representing an economic power contained in Wakili’s 

speech.  This inducement is a lure of submission in the face of Soumo’s appetite for money. 

Thus, the proposal itself takes the form of an influence submitted to Soumo’s will. It disguises 

itself as a power that leads to authority driven by desire from which Soumo cannot escape 

except by submitting. This proposal contained in the comissive acts governs Soumo’s mind and 

acts as an order to be executed. Power and authority are therefore grounded in both linguistic 

form and social recognition. Let’s consider Sumo’s following utterance:  

 (8) As you know, I have some information which could because you 

discomfort, wakili; in fact, it could even prevent you from becoming the chief 

of longuda (OMTV2014: 55) 

In this utterance, there is an implicature and a presupposition through which power and 

authority are constructed. Power and authority emerge on the basis of a blackmail strategy 

where control of knowledge forces implicit compliance. The detention of this capital 

information is used as an instrument, a pressure device to force the addressee to align. The 

implicature and the presupposition in the proposition are instruments of influence that stop any 

voluntarily initiative. A Similar approach is observed in the following indirect speech act:  

(9)  I wouldn’t want Josiah Kebede to start telling the newspapers just how 

you became the new chief of Mubi. But if you don’t honour this agreement, 

then I may have to persuade him to talk to the press. (OMTV2014: 51)  

(10) You know what I mean, your secrets are quite safe with me, wakili, as 

soon as you look after me properly” (OMTV2014: 55) 

The blackmail in the indirectness “I wouldn’t want Josiah Kebede to start telling the 

newspapers” in (9), “you know what I mean , your secrets are quite safe with me, wakili, as 

soon as you look after me properly in (10),   are discursive strategies meant to impose control 

and dominance on the interlocutor. In this perspective, speech acts are governed by social rules 

that enable speakers to perform actions such as ordering, promising, or threatening. (J. Searle, 

1969).  Naturally this indirectness is a threat, an order meaning Wakili has no choice but do 

what the speaker wants.  Power and authority in this context, are respectively verbal constraint 
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that forces the will of an interlocutor in a context of interaction to act according to the speaker’s 

will.  

2.2. Implicature and Presupposition in the Construction of Power and Authority 

       In discourse, power and authority function as influence and compliance to this influence.  

They permit speakers to   present their claims or ideas as unquestionable, already accepted or 

shared. Implicatures and presuppositions are dormant and quasi-divinatory forces in the 

interlocutor’s mind. Thus, when faced with a past or present situation that may appear 

unfavorable to the interlocutor, they act as judges of conscience that restrain our actions. They 

function, therefore, as signals of awareness and warning. Implicature and presupposition 

discursively construct power and authority to the extent that that they become propositions that 

are “taken for granted” meaning that the speaker embeds assumptions the interlocutor is 

expected to accept without question. (S. Levinson, 1983: 168). Similarly, O. Ducrot (1984) 

argues that presupposition constrains interpretation by imposing a particular orientation of 

meaning within discourse, thereby limiting the interlocutor’s interpretive freedom. In this sense, 

presupposition operates as a subtle form of symbolic imposition, which resonates as symbolic 

power (P.Bourdieu, 1991). 

 Power and authority carries domination that is exercised through the recognition of legitimacy 

rather than through coercion as it can be noticed in the following utterances in which the speaker 

uses language to force his interlocutor: 

(11)  I am sure that you remember that the chief of the local police force is my 

full brother; but one worth taking. You want to win this election, don’t you? 

- Of course 

-well then; 

- I will take it (OMTV2014: 50) 

(12)-what are you talking about? 

-you know what I mean, your secrets are quite safe with me, wakili, as soon 

as you look after me properly (OMTV2014: 54) 

(13)  If wakili is elected, as a civilized and educated person, it wouldn’t bother 

you at all (OMTV2014: 54) 

Presupposition is triggered by language use such as “I am sure that”, “you know what I mean”, 

“as” that help the speaker assumes a common ground with the addressee in order to  frame 

power and authority as emerging from shared knowledge. It is therefore admitted that 

presupposition is a discursive mechanism of recall that permits the speaker to impose a vision 

of reality so as to reduce the interlocutor’s capacity of reaction and make him tacitly be obliged 

to accept. In this endeavor, power is contained in the force of the arguments and   authority lies 

in the accomplishment of the content of these arguments.  
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Power and authority do not lie in what is explicitly said but it is embedded in what is left unsaid 

and that carries force of threat or injunction. In (11) “I am sure that you remember” presuppose 

not only a mutual awareness between the speaker and the addressee but also points out the 

legitimacy of the speaker’s position. One can notice an implicit threat or expectation within that 

shared understanding and it leads to admit that conversational implicature works as a reminder. 

Let’s consider the utterance with the trigger “I wouldn’t want” in excerpt (9).  With the structure 

“I wouldn’t want”, there is an implicature that shows a shared knowledge about something. 

This leads to a conclusion that language is not simply used to describe our environment but it 

is also strategically used to impact on the interlocutor for action. 

Language can be used to impose silence on the addressee, to entice him to act according to the 

speaker’s expectation or will.  Similarly, in (13) with the utterance “as a civilized and educated 

person”, implicature is combined with presupposition to call for social identity and normative 

alignment. The objective of such an utterance is to subtly coerce the addressee into agreement 

with regard to same belonging. The notion of collective belonging is a moral value that purports 

to set power and authority on the interlocutor. In fact, this utterance can simply be read as ‘you 

must accept or agree with us” because we are the same. There is a value of ethos acting as an 

obligation   the speaker transmits and that likely impacts on the addressee so as to comply with 

the speaker’s will. This ethos has a persuasive value that performs force on the addressee.  

Ultimately, language here demonstrates its performative power; doing things, influencing 

situations, and shaping social reality by producing power and authority effects that align 

interlocutors and achieve desired outcomes. 

3. Pragmatic Strategies as Mechanism of Authority Reinforcement and Power 

Negotiation 

J. Austin (1962) and J. Searle (1969) point that utterances perform actions instead of simply 

conveying information. In this line, utterances enable speakers to exercise influence over others 

in order to act according to their positions; hence power and authority. Power and authority in 

discourse are therefore a relational construct and emerges through interaction.   Pragmatic 

strategies such as speech acts, presupposition, implicature, modality, and politeness operate as 

discursive mechanisms through which power and authority are both reinforced and negotiated. 

Authority is the outcome of power in discourse and is enacted through linguistic choices that 

shape social relations and constrain interpretation. (N. Fairclough, 1989).  Through the 

manipulation of shared knowledge and the control of information, speakers construct 

asymmetrical relations that position them as dominant actors.  These strategies allow discursive 
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power to appear natural, legitimate, and uncontested, while subtly becomes authority in order 

to guide the interlocutor toward compliance. 

3.1. Negotiating power through Manipulation of Shared Knowledge 

The manipulation of shared knowledge represents a major pragmatic tool through which 

speakers negotiate power and authority in interaction. The manipulation of shared knowledge 

encompasses the evocation of ideas as already known, accepted, or unquestionable in order to 

limit resistance or reduce the interlocutor’s discursive options: 

(14)  I am sure that you remember that the chief of the local police force is my 

full brother; but one worth taking. You want to win this election, don’t you? 

(OMTV2014: 50)  

This excerpt reveals an instance of power negotiation by the manipulation of shared knowledge. 

The speaker cunningly activates shared knowledge “you remember” about a connection with 

someone holding an institutional power (the police) to constrain his interlocutor’s options and 

lead him to secure compliance.  This reminder recontextualizes prior knowledge as a resource 

for influence. By presupposing that the interlocutor already knows this fact, the speaker avoids 

presenting it as new or debatable information and instead frames it as an unquestionable reality 

that must be taken into account. The follow-up question, “You want to win this election, don’t 

you?”, further manipulates shared goals; constructing a common desire for electoral success. 

Together, these elements create a coercive implicature: given what “we both know” that is, my 

influence and your ambition, compliance therefore becomes the rational and expected course 

of action. Power is thus implicitly negotiated with the strategic use of words and leads to 

authority as the fulfilment of this discursive power. Shared knowledge functions as a subtle 

coercive mechanism. It limits the interlocutor’s ability to challenge the proposition without 

appearing uninformed or irrational. In this regard, power is negotiated through the regulation 

of what counts as mutually accepted reality. The speaker; thus positions himself as 

epistemically authoritative, while the interlocutor is discursively constrained to comply with 

the implied consensus. Consequently, the manipulation of shared knowledge operates as a form 

of implicit control that leads the speaker to guide interpretation, legitimize their standpoint and 

secure alignment without direct confrontation. 

This instances of negotiating power through the manipulation of shared knowledge can also be 

seen in the following excerpt where relational positions are negotiated within interaction:  

(15). as you know, I have some information which could cause you 

discomfort, wakili; in fact, it could even prevent you from becoming the chief 

of Longunda (OMTV2014: 55) 
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Authority stems from the force contained in our statements to make someone react in 

accordance with our opinion or favorably to us. It is a result of a verbal power someone 

possesses   to act upon someone who does not have it   or to reduce the action of others. It can 

be described as “ a constraint on any satisfactory discussion of power that whenever one talks 

about power one should be able to say, who exactly has power over exactly whom to get them 

to do exactly what?”  (J. Searle, 2010: 152).Power is not simply possession of status but an 

interactional process aimed at shaping the behavior or cognition of others. Thus, in (15), the 

phrase “as you know” again functions as a strategic presupposition trigger. It suggests that the 

interlocutor who is the target is already aware of the speaker’s possession of damaging 

information; here the holder of power. This creates a shared epistemic space in which the threat 

is not introduced but merely recalled, making it harder to contest. In addition, the speaker 

withholds the exact content of the information; what reinforces asymmetry because what is 

shared by both interlocutors is only the awareness of potential danger, not its specifics. This 

partial disclosure intensifies the pressure, as the interlocutor must operate under uncertainty 

while acknowledging the speaker’s informational advantage.  

Power leads to the negotiation of authority through a calculated balance between shared 

knowledge that is the existence of compromising information and concealed knowledge that is 

to say its content. This discursive strategy compels the interlocutor toward submission without 

explicit coercion. Through these pragmatic strategies, speakers or holders of authority negotiate 

their positions within the social hierarchy. They also reinforce their author and manage face. 

Authority in One Man, Two Votes is not static or institutional, but emerges through goal-

directed linguistic actions that structure relations of dominance and submission. 

3.2. Reinforcing authority by controlling information and managing face 

Authority expression is not extra-linguistic but a metalanguage that is visible in pragmatic cues 

that operate as dynamic mechanisms through which it   is reinforced.   In this sense, “language 

is a tool not only for communication, but also for domination and liberation”. (Z. Leonardo, 

2003: 205). As put, discourse is therefore engaged with the representation of our inner thought 

and what we want things or reality to be.  In this trend, authority thus emerges as a discursive 

effect, shaped by linguistic practices that is reinforced through the strategic control of 

information and the management of face within interaction. The reinforcement of authority 

refers to such a behavior where speakers attempt to gain or maintain power or authority by 

possessing, revealing or withholding information as in excerpt (6) “Maybe I can obtain a loan 

from local government funds. I am in charge of that budget now, you know.” This utterance 
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shows the speaker’s reinforcement of his authority by withholding information. This is made 

possible through a strategic disclosure and the epistemic modality “maybe.”  

The speaker here presents access to institutional resources while mitigating imposition. 

Moreover, the tag “you know” functions as a presuppositional strategy, that makes his authority 

natural and as a shared knowledge so as to reduce the likelihood of resistance. In addition, in 

the following utterance: 

(16)  I already have valuable information that I can give you. Information 

concerning your whereabouts of Gregory. I am sure this is of interests to you, 

wakili. (OMTV2014: 55)  

There is a declarative stance where the speaker relies on information advantage to control his 

interlocutor and reinforce his power and authority. In fact, he frames the information as 

beneficial to his interlocutor in order to construct cooperation while implicitly establishing 

dependency through implicature: the interlocutor needs him. This dynamic becomes more 

coercive in excerpt (15) with the presupposition “as you know” again that vehicles a threatening 

implicature that invites the interlocutor’s alignment on the speaker’s opinion. The restriction of 

information for the sake of power reinforcement to trigger authority is also evidenced in the 

utterance that follows: 

(17) You can trust me. I will see that everything runs fair and square. Just trust 

me; (OMTV2014: 14)  

Authority fulfilment is reinforced by withholding the content of the information. This is paired 

with a positive face management by the speaker to construct himself as reliable and credible. 

There is a commissive and directive acts whose objective is to build credibility and reinforce 

power in order to lead to authority; that is trust for alignment. The absence of details to prove 

why there should have a trust aims at presenting the speaker himself as reliable and benevolent, 

thereby reinforcing his power to trigger authority.  Moreover authority is also reinforced by 

means of face-threatening control   as in excerpt (9) “I wouldn’t want Josiah Kebede to start 

telling the newspapers just how you became the new chief of Mubi. But if you don’t honour 

this agreement, then I may have to persuade him to talk to the press”. In this utterance, there is 

politeness strategy through a sensitive control of information embedded in the Mitigation device 

“I wouldn’t want.” This conditional disclosure, while softening imposition, silences the 

speaker. This silencing marker politely prevents the interlocutor from a possible public 

exposure that can create a scandal if the later dares resist or refuse. Authority reinforcement is 

not only done with a face-threatening control but also with    face-enhancing strategies: 

(18) If wakili is elected, as a civilized and educated person, it wouldn’t bother 

you at all (OMTV2014:54) 
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(19) Don’t be too hasty. We can’t have committing murder. That would 

certainly damage your election prospects. (OMTV2014: 48) 

In (18) reference to “civilized and educated” functions as face enhancing strategies. The speaker 

constructs a desirable social identity and pressures the interlocutor to conform, while 

controlling the ideological frame: what counts as “civilized.” There is a reinforcement of 

authority indirectly. In addition, in (19) the speaker controls information by highlighting the 

consequences that is to say, the electoral loss while suppressing alternative options. Through 

directive acts and deontic modality, the speaker imposes moral authority by constructing a 

desirable social identity. In doing so, he manages his interlocutor’s face by presenting the advice 

as protective rather than confrontational in order to maintain influence without open conflict.  

The withholding of the content of the information through presupposition, implicature, 

modality, and selective information control permits the speaker to maximize his discursive 

power, to dominate the interaction and trigger authority while preserving the appearance of 

rational, cooperative exchange to secure compliance. Thus, power and authority are not only 

exercised through what is said, but also through how information is conveyed and how 

interpersonal relations are tactically managed to maintain legitimacy and control. 

Conclusion 

The manifestation of power and authority in One Man, Two Votes are dynamic interactional 

achievements that arise through discourse. Power appears as a discursive effect produced 

through linguistic choices, while authority is enacted and recognized within specific 

enunciative configurations. From an enunciative standpoint, processes such as speech acts, 

implicatures, presuppositions, and politeness also reveal how speakers position themselves and 

others within discourse, constructing relational roles that sustain authority. More specifically, 

modalities enforce norms and regulate the behavior of interlocutors in accordance with specific 

ideological perspectives.  

In the same way, presuppositions and implicatures play a crucial role in presenting certain 

meanings as given or unquestionable, which conceals underlying power dynamics and supports 

hegemonic depictions.  By controlling information, manipulating shared knowledge, and 

managing face, speakers influence how people interpret things, limit potential responses, and 

direct the conversation in the direction of desired results. Power is, in this sense, more of a 

calculated and ideological impact of language than a tangible asset. From an enunciative 

standpoint, these mechanisms also demonstrate, from an expressive perspective, how speakers 
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establish their own and others' positions inside conversation, creating identities and relational 

roles that support authority. 

One may gain an understanding of   the central role language plays in structuring social reality 

and organizing power dynamics. Language operates not simply as a medium of communication, 

but as a site of social action where power and authority are performed, legitimized, challenged, 

and transformed. It permits to understand that linguistic practices participate in the production 

and maintenance of power and authority in both political and interpersonal contexts. 
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